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Allow the Gospel to speak loud & clear through our lives…

Learn how the church can start taking action by bridging
the racial and cultural divide…



What do I think? What do I say?

What do I feel? What do I do?

These are the sentiments of many… 

BOTH sinners and saints…

Today, what are you thinking, feeling, discussing?



Life in Compton
Life at WAZZU (Washington State University)
Life in Corporate America
Life in the Church
Life’s after-effects…

What’s your history or lens by which you view or
pursue closing the divide?



Yet, in your/our current context, the Gospel should 
speak loud(er) and clear(er) through your/our lives… 

So, how can you/we help the church take action and start 
bridging the racial and cultural divide? 

Let’s use Esther’s life as a practical guide…

Discovery: (6) Steps towards unmuting the
Gospel in your life thus, enabling you to close
the divide…



We all have a “context” to overcome and continuously work-through…

Esther was…

An Orphan – may not have known her parents

Exiled – raised in a foreign land

Targeted – A plot to annihilate her people

Beautiful – Only wanted for her looks

One of many – She was one of the Harim options

What’s your “context”?

God did NOT make a mistake!

He made you your race, your culture, and your social-economic class…



It’s your responsibility to steward it well!

Steward: 1. For His GLORY & 2. For the GOOD of others

Accept your context, and allow it to become the platform in which God
will use to establish His special and supernatural work in and through
you for His glory and for the good of others!

Isaiah 45:9: “Woe to the one who quarrels with his Maker—An 
earthenware vessel among the vessels of earth! Will the clay say to 
the potter, ‘What are you doing?’ Or the thing you are making say, ‘He 
has no hands’?

Romans 9:20-21: 20 On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answers 
back to God? The thing molded will not say to the molder, “Why did you 
make me like this,” will it? 21 Or does not the potter have a right over the 
clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable use and 
another for common use? 



You must be willing to lose everything…

Esther 4:16: “…and if I perish I perish.”

Just as Esther risked her life for her people, you must be willing to lose
everything, including your life, to rescue the lives of others. This will
cause you to leave a place of homogeneous comfort.

Luke 14:26 suggests, “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his
own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters,
yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.”

We may be required to lose a mother, father, sister, brother, extended
family, close friends and social status to follow Jesus’ example as a voice
for others.

This might mean speaking up at the dinner table with family, ending
friendships and even relocating to live among the people.

This will cost you, but it is a worthy price to pay.



No matter the cost, obey God…

Esther knew the costs…

Esther 4:11: “All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s
provinces know that for any man or woman who comes to the king to the
inner court who is not summoned, he has but one law, that he be put to
death, unless the king holds out to him the golden scepter so that he
may live. And I have not been summoned to come to the king for these
thirty days.”

No matter the cost, we must always be willing to obey God with full
confidence.



1 Samuel 15:22 reminds us, “Has the Lord as much delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to 
obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.

God isn’t impressed with our sacrificial offerings, what He desires more 
than anything is your obedience. 

When everyone else won’t, you will—you must! 

Out of obedience to God, seek righteousness and justice for the sake of 
others 

Proverbs 21:3 remind us: To do righteousness and justice is desired 
by the Lord more than sacrifice.

We all can talk a good game, but until we walk the talk with others, our 
voices will never be truly heard.



Be led by the spirit of God in everything you do and not be influenced by
the outside influences…

Esther got created, even leveraging her beauty…

Esther 5:1-4: 1Now it came about on the third day that Esther put on her royal
robes and stood in the inner court of the king’s palace in front of the
king’s rooms, and the king was sitting on his royal throne in the throne room,
opposite the entrance to the palace. 2 When the king saw Esther the queen
standing in the court, she obtained favor in his sight; and the king extended to
Esther the golden scepter which was in his hand. So Esther came near and
touched the top of the scepter. 3 Then the king said to her, “What is troubling
you, Queen Esther? And what is your request? Even to half of the kingdom it
shall be given to you.”4 Esther said, “If it pleases the king, may the king and
Haman come this day to the banquet that I have prepared for him.”

You must always move with creative grace, being led by the Spirit of God in
everything you do.



You cannot be influenced from the outside-in but rather from the inside-out.

As Romans 8:14 says, “those who are led by the Spirit of God are the
children of God.”

When you respond to what God places in your heart to do for the sake of
others, this provides living proof to the world of your identity in Christ.

You must be willing to leave the dock.

Just go and do something and worry about the details later.

Let the wind of the Holy Spirit blow you where He wants you.



The time is now…

Esther 4: 14: “…for such a time as this.”

Esther came to the conclusion that there was no better time than now…

When you hear, “for such a time as this,” “this” means this was a time
for this person.

Every one of us is given limited time to accomplish a limited work.

As Paul says in Ephesians 5:16, you are to make “the most of every
opportunity, because the days are evil.”



You have a “dash account” (as in, the dash on your eventual tombstone).

This is your pre-calculated amount of time between your date of birth and
your death.

You must not use it only for yourself, but also—and mostly—for the good of
others.

Ask God, “How can I use the little time I have on earth to help others?”
When He answers, respond.



Always love God more…

Esther loved her people, but she loved God more…

You will find many causes that will try to provoke you to action. Historically,
all of them eventually flame out.

You can even be inspired by the love of your people, but you must always
love your God more.



In 2 Corinthians 5:13-14 we’re reminded of what (Who) should control
us: 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are of sound mind,
it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this,
that one died for all, therefore all died;

When you have a personal passion, it can become disproportionate—
driven only by emotion—until you eventually find yourself running on
empty, trying to win a demonic war in the flesh.

But God will cause you and equip you to do the extraordinary, stimulated
by your genuine love for Christ.

He will challenge you to speak with your life for the sake of others and
provide you the supernatural fuel to sustain you.



Esther 4:14: “…who knows whether you have attained royalty for such a time as this?

So, what do you now think?  What do you now say? What do you now feel? 

What do you now do? How do you personally unmute your life? 

How do you personally begin lamenting through counting your losses, courageously 
obeying with creativity while wisely calculating your time that’s inspired by love? 

How do we move as a unified family from dialogue to action?

Yes, you can read more books, attend more trainings and sponsor more conferences. 
You can count the number of nations or minorities you have in your church; you can 
even count the number of your minority friends. 

But things will never change until your people genuinely become my people, and my 
people genuinely become your people. It’s not until your house, your church, 
becomes my home. 

I challenge you today to unmute your lives for our sake—and if not our sake, at least 
for Christ’s sake.



Start by developing authentic relationships with others outside of your 
homogeneous network of friends. Break bread, have a cup of coffee, just be 
with each other as family. 

Start developing relationships with sister churches unlike yours. Create 
pathways to send your members called to multiethnic ministry. Let them take 
their time, talents and treasures to serve long-term or lifetime under the 
leadership of a minority pastor.

Start intentionally reaching all nations with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Intentionally touch all people in your Jerusalem (locally). Don’t skip over your 
diverse Jerusalem to reach the outermost parts of the world if God has already 
sent the world to you. 

Start intentionally developing leaders and influencers of all nations. If God 
has sent them, it is your responsibility to develop them. Ask God for wisdom 
on how to move them from attenders to members to servers to servant 
leaders to decision-makers within your local church. Simply, become a 
disciplemaker of all nations.



www.cedrickbrown.com 
Order:

“The Racial & Cultural Divide: Are We Still Prejudiced?”

Subscribe:
• Weekly Videos: www.loveallnations.org

• YouTube: Commitment Church

Follow Cedrick
• Facebook: Cedrick Brown
• Instagram: cedrick_brown
• Twitter: @cedrick_brown


